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Please Practice Safety First
March 19, 2020 — The San Luis 

Board of Trustees met in an emer-
gency meeting to enact an Emer-
gency Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
Ordinance, Resolution and Procla-
mation in response to the ongoing 
virus outbreak. The public can view 
these documents on the town web-
site listed at the bottom of this page.
The Town will also be adopting a 
Disaster Declaration in the near 
future as recommened by Costilla 
County Emergency Preparedness.

The  Board of Trustees’ main fo-
cus is on keeping our citizens safe. 
To accomplish this we are asking 
all citizens to follow the CDCs rec-
ommendation of social distancing 
and sheltering in place as much as 
possible. These recommendations 
include our San Luis Community 
Park. Playground equipment can 
be a carrier of the virus. So, please 

The San Luis Community Park is closed to the public at this time until 
further notice. Bike rides, walks, and hikes are great alternatives to going 
to the park – as long as you stay 6-feet away from others.

do not take the kids to play on the 
playground equipment at the town 
park. The equipment is not disin-
fected. Children could bring the vi-
rus home to an elderly family mem-
ber by not practicing safety first. 
Consider other options for exercise 
with your children in the safety of 
your own yard and limit their play-
ing with other kids.
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March 29, 2020—Costilla Coun-
ty Public Health confirmed three 
positive cases of COVID-19 in Cos-
tilla County. When positive results 
are received, out of both the respect 
of the individuals and national pri-
vacy laws, Public Health will not 
share any further identifying in-
formation regarding the identity 
of those who have receive positive 
test results. 

If you know someone who has 
received a positive test result, 
please be respectful of their pri-
vacy and do not share that infor-
mation with others. Knowing who 
has or has not been tested does 
not change the need to continue 
to observe physical distancing 
and sheltering in place in your 
own home.   

If you think you have been ex-
posed to someone with COVID-19, 
self-quarantine by staying home for 
14 days. Do not go into any public 
spaces during this time. 

If you feel sick, self-isolate and 
STAY HOME, away from house-
hold members if possible for at 
least seven (7) days and until your 
symptoms are gone and you have 
had no fever for at least 72 hours 
without using medicine that reduc-
es fevers.

Also, a Rio Grande County Pub-
lic Health press release from March 
23, 2020  included the following 
information, “As of the morning 
of 3/23/2020, Rio Grande County 
Public Health was notified by Rio 
Grande County Hospital that we 
do have two (2) positive cases of 
COVID-19 in Rio Grande County. 
The cases are currently a 20-year-
old female and a 50-year-old male. 

They are both isolating at home.”  
When notice of a positive test 

result is received, Public Health 
goes through a process called con-
tact tracing to identify where pos-
sible contact with others may have 
occurred, and then they follow up 

accordingly. In the meantime, we 
encourage EVERYONE to adhere 
to the guidelines we have been is-
suing regarding limiting contact 
with others. That is the BEST way 
to minimize your risk of exposure. 
We must assume that others in the 
community are carrying the virus, 
whether or not they have symp-
toms yet. 

Governor Polis issued an ex-
ecutive order directing all of Col-
orado’s non-critical employers to 
reduce their in-person workforce 
by 50 percent. The executive order 
directs all employers to implement 
telework options to the greatest 
extent possible. If telework is not 
practical or possible, employers are 
encouraged to stagger work sched-
ules to reduce the proximity of em-
ployees during work hours and to 
keep employees on payroll. This 

Executive Order does not apply to 
any employer that can certify that 
employees are no closer than six 
feet from one another during any 
part of their work hours. This order 
further places an emphasis on the 
need to STAY HOME if possible. 

Local residents are advised 
not to receive visitors. Visitors 
may unknowingly spread the vi-
rus to you or your family. We ad-
vise everyone, stay in your home 
except to meet needs such as a 
weekly trip to the grocery store. 
This is especially important if 
you fall into the most vulnerable 
population, above 60 years of 
age, have underlying health con-
ditions, or are immunocompro-
mised for any reason.

The San Luis Valley COVID-19 
Information Line, (719) 480-

8719, is for general COVID-19 in-
formation in the San Luis Valley. 
It is staffed by volunteers who can 
help callers find accurate informa-
tion. The line will be open daily 
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Callers 
will not be able to get medical ad-
vice or referrals at this number. 

If you call 911 for any reason, 
tell the dispatcher if you are hav-
ing symptoms, or if you have a 
known exposure to someone with 
COVID-19. As always, call 911 only 
if you are having a medical emer-
gency. If you or someone in your 
household is having symptoms 
(cough, fever, shortness of breath), 
call your doctor. Or, you can call 
one of the nurse lines set up by SLV 
Health or Rio Grande Hospital. 
Those numbers are as follows: SLV 
Health: 719-589-2511, ext. 9, or Rio 
Grande Hospital 719-657-4990. 

Costilla County Public Health Update on COVID-19
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Virus Information

March 16, 2020—The Town of 
San Luis announced the closure of 
the Town Hall and Welcome Cen-
ter to the public effective Monday, 
March 16, 2020. This closure in-
cludes, but is not limited to, public 
business, tourist and visitors and 
activities at Town Hall (includ-
ing Town Meetings and Munici-
pal Court). This closure extends 
until further notice. The Town of 
San Luis will continually evaluate 
the situation and end or extend or 
modify the closure as circumstanc-
es change. 

The Town’s focus is the health 
and wellbeing of residents and 
members of the Town staff, and 
continuing to deliver core services 
to the community. The decision to 
close the Town Hall and Welcome 
Center to the public is the next step 
in the Town’s ongoing response to 
the spread of the novel coronavirus 

San Luis Town Hall Closed to Public
(COVID-19). 

The Town will post updated in-
formation regarding cancellations 
and postponements on our Website 
at www.townofsanluisco.org. Pay-
ments for Town services, bills and 
court fines can be made via mail at 
P.O. Box 200, San Luis, CO or by 
telephone, (719) 672-3321.

For up-to-date information about 
COVID-19, including social distanc-
ing and other infection prevention 
methods, San Luis residents are en-
couraged to consult authoritative 
sources of information, including 
the Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment (CDPHE) 
and the Center for Disease Control. 

Specifically, the Town strongly 
recommends that residents follow 
CDPHE recommendations to protect 
themselves from any respiratory in-
fection and help control community 
spread: 

1. Employ social distancing meth-
ods, including staying at least 
six feet away from other people 
and avoiding large crowds.

2. Wash hands frequently with 
soap and water.

3. Cover nose and mouth with 
a tissue when coughing and 
sneezing.

4. Avoid touching the face includ-
ing eyes, nose and mouth. Dis-
infect frequently touched ob-
jects and surfaces.

Also, please be advised, all Town 
Hall meetings will be held by con-
ference call until further notice. 
The public is welcome to join in the 
meeting calls. Please email town-
clerk@townofsanluisco.org to 
be placed on the list to receive call in 
numbers. You will be emailed with 
the date and time of each meeting. 
If you have questions email or call 
the Town Hall at (719) 672-3321.

Colorado HELP line  
1-877-462-2911  

(English and Spanish) for  
Colorado general information. 

Colorado updates  
and guidance:  

https://covid19.colorado.gov  

CDC updates and  
guidance: https://www.cdc.

gov/coronavirus 

Small Business 
www.choosecolorado.com 

Volunteer or Donate 
www.helpcoloradonow.org
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Town Hall
Meetings

Will be held by conference call 
until further notice.  

If you would like to attend by 
phone please email  

townclerk@townofsanluisco.org 
 

Town Hall Meeting - 6:00 pm
The 2nd Tuesday of each month

Work Sessions - 6:00 pm 
The 1st Tuesday of each month at

Support San Luis 
Businesses
ASC Electronics  672-0262

BeLeaf Wellness  206-3361

Family Dollar 672-0377 
 
Carson Construction 298-0727

Central Oil 672-3840 

Ernie’s Barbershop 588-9942

GT’s Trash Service 672-3601

Gus’s Liquor Store 672-3331

Jacales Art Gallery 588- 6831
  
J&J Self Storage 672-3660

La Casa Canna Bis 672-4220

Mondragon’s Tire 672-3325

Mrs. Rio’s Restaurant 
Thai Kitchen 672-0211

Painted Sage (303) 919-9937

Piccadilly Pizza 672-0340

R&R Market 672-3346

Romero Funeral 589- 9200

San Luis Inn 673-3399

San Luis Music 680-3933

San Luis Propane 672-4204

Sonia’s Convenience 672-4461

Speedway Garage 672-9903

The Town of San Luis has two 
open positions on the Board of 
Trustees. The Board meets the 1st 
and 2nd Tuesdays of every month.
There will be special meetings as 
well. You must be a San Luis resi-
dent for no less than 12 consecutive 
months, live within the town limits, 
be a registered voter, and be a min-
imum of 18 years of age.

The Board is looking for ener-
getic folks who are ready to roll up 
their sleeves and desire to make a 
positive difference in our commu-
nity. If selected as a Trustee, the 
position serves a two-year term un-
til April 2022. If interested please 
send a letter of intent listing your 
qualifications; vision for the Town 
of San Luis; and why you would 
like to become a Town Trustee to 
Town of San Luis, P.O. Box 200, 
San Luis, CO 81423. You can also 
deliver it to the town hall located 
at 408 Main Street; or email your 
letter of intent to townclerk@town-
ofsanluisco.org. Letters of Intent  
must be received no later than 4:o0 
p.m. on April 3rd, 2020.

San Luis Board of 
Trustees Vacancies

San Luis Valley - The first two 
lab-confirmed cases of COVID-19 
in the San Luis Valley have prompt-
ed some questions about what 
happens next and how Valley resi-
dents can best protect themselves. 
We will do our best here to answer 
some of those new questions. 

First, what do these positive 
tests mean? They mean just that. 
We have had two positive tests. It 
does not mean that we have only 
had two cases of COVID-19. Na-
tionwide, test supplies are limited 
and not everyone who has possi-
ble COVID-19 symptoms is being 
tested. In fact, some people with 
COVID-19 do not have symptoms 
significant enough to prompt them 
to call a doctor. Those people can 
all potentially spread the virus to 
others. This is called “community 
spread” and it is present in the San 
Luis Valley. 

SLV Epidemiologist Lilian Coll 
is an expert in contagious diseas-
es. Her best advice to everyone, 
healthy or not, is this: “Stay home. 
Stay home, and do not invite visi-
tors over. Stay home as much as 
possible. Wash your hands. Don’t 
touch your face. If you must go 
out, keep at least 6 feet of distance 
between yourself and other peo-
ple. The more strictly we all follow 
this advice, the better we will get 
through this.” 

If you have any symptoms —even 
mild ones—public health urges you 
to stay home and isolate yourself to 
prevent community spread. 

For more information call the 
SLV COVID-19 Information Line 
719-480-8719.

SLV Public Health  
Update on COVID-19
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